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At Upper Nidderdale Primary Federation, we will all approach everything we do in 
the CHAMPS way, help every child flourish into a caring, confident and resilient 
young person who has a love of learning and: 

Chooses the right way and takes responsibility for their own actions
Honest in everything they do and shows compassion for others
Achieves the best they can with the talents they have and develop their wisdom 
Manners shown to everyone and treats everyone with respect 
Perseveres when situations are difficult and shows courage when they are 
challenged 
Safety and knowing how to keep safe on and offline to ensure that everyone is 
kept physically and emotionally safe. This shows the special relationship we have 
with each other, where as a community, we look after each other, keeping each 
other safe – Koinonia

As Rights Respecting schools, our intents are  based around the following articles;
Article 23

You have the right to special education if you have a disability. 
Article 28

All children have the right to a good quality education.
Article 29

All children have the right to an education that helps to develop their 
talents and abilities. 



History
Intent:

“The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are 
for the future.”        Theodore Roosevelt 

We believe that high-quality history lessons inspire children to want to know more about the past 
and to think and act as historians. 
By linking learning to a range of topics, children have opportunities to investigate and interpret the 
past, understand chronology, build an overview of Britain’s past as well as that of the wider world, 
and to be able to communicate historically. The history of our school and local area are given great 
importance. The cultural and social significance of events such as Remembrance Day are 
commemorated by the whole school and wider community.

We develop children with the following essential characteristics to help them become historians: 
• An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from a range of 

historical periods, including significant events in Britain’s past; 
• Learning about the concept of chronology, which underpins children's developing sense of 

period, as well as key concepts such as change and causation. 
• The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas confidently to a range of 

audiences; 
• The ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using historical 

evidence from a range of sources; 
• The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past by formulating and refining 

questions and lines of enquiry; 
• A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make critical use of it to support their 

learning; 
• A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality 

research across a range of history topics; 
• A developing sense of curiosity about the past and how and why people interpret the past in 

different ways. 



Ofsted Research Review Series: History – June 
2021

The study of history can bring children into a rich dialogue with the past and with the 
traditional of historical enquiry. Children start on their History education journey in 
the EYFS. The September 2021 EYFS Framework has the strands of ‘Understanding 
the World: Past and Present’ which sets out clear, identifiable history knowledge that 
children will learn.

Progress in History
Pupils make progress in history by developing
• Their knowledge about the past (this knowledge is often described as ‘substantive 

knowledge’
• Their knowledge about how historians investigate the past, and how they construct 

historical claims, arguments and accounts (often describes as ‘disciplinary 
knowledge’)

Deploying both substantive and disciplinary knowledge in combination is what gives 
pupils the capacity or skill to construct historical arguments or analyse sources. 

Pupils make progress in history in different ways;
• Substantive concepts (abstract concepts such as invasion, monarchy etc.)
• Chronological knowledge (knowledge relating to broader developments and their 

features of historical periods).

As pupils’ understanding of the past, and of other concepts, develops, so will their 
capacity to learn new concepts more readily. As pupils’ capacity to learn develops as a 
result of expanding knowledge, this ‘sticky’ knowledge will have a snowball effect.



Ofsted Research Review Series: History – June 
2021

Chronological Knowledge
Understanding the broad characteristics of historical periods gives context to what 
pupils learn and can increase pupils’ familiarity with new material. Securing overview 
knowledge of the past supports pupils to develop this knowledge into coherent 
narratives that are more memorable for them. 

Important historical concepts
• Cause
• Consequence
• Change and continuity
• Similarity and differences
• Historical significance
• Sources and evidence
• Historical interpretations



Ofsted Research Review Series: History – June 2021
Features of high quality History education;
• Teaching and curriculum design reflect the relationship between substantive and 

disciplinary knowledge.
• Teaching develops pupils’ historical knowledge and their historical analysis.
• The curriculum ensures that pupils regularly encounter a wide range of important 

substantive concepts.
• Teaching and curriculum design secure pupils’ chronological knowledge.
• There are opportunities for pupils to study aspects of the past in overview and in 

depth.
• Specific opportunities are planned for pupils to develop their knowledge of some 

particularly substantive concepts. 
• Pupils are supported to learn new concepts by meaningful examples and 

understanding the specific historical context that makes ideas and concepts more 
familiar.

• Substantive and disciplinary learning are carefully integrated, strengthening each 
other rather than being taught in isolation.

• The curriculum develops pupils’ understanding of a range of historical time periods.
• Pupils study the past through a range of different timescales, including in overview 

and depth.
• Pupils learn about a wide range of places, societies and cultures in the past.
• Curriculum design and teaching take careful account of pupils’ existing knowledge.
• Pupils are given the opportunity to build the range, depth and security of their 

knowledge over the time, so they can increasingly make sense of complex material.
• Teaching draws attention to important content and term, and frequently revisits these 

and builds in regular retrieval opportunities. This supports the secure retention that 
will unlock rapid recognition of these terms.

• Curriculum design and teaching are adapted appropriately to the needs of pupils.
• Adequate time is given to history to enable teachers to deliver a broad history 

curriculum that develops secure knowledge for pupils.



History

Implementation: 
Teachers are provided with an additional three planning days per year on 
top of their PPA, to plan their curriculum. As part of this planning process, 
teachers need to plan the following: 
• A knowledge organiser which outlines knowledge (including vocabulary) 

all children must master; 
• A cycle of lessons for each subject, which carefully plans for progression 

and depth; 
• A low stakes quiz which is tested regularly to support learners’ ability to 

block learning and increase space in the working memory; 
• Challenge questions for pupils to apply their learning in a 

philosophical/open manner; 
• Trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning experience; 

Impact: 
Our History Curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to 
demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, 
they are deemed to be making good or better progress. In addition, we 
measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 
• A reflection on standards achieved against the planned outcomes; 
• A celebration of learning for each term which demonstrates progression 

across the school; 
• Pupil discussions about their learning; 



History → SMSC Links 

Spiritual
• Look at the history of thelocal area.
• Consider the impact that significant (or

overlooked) historical figures.
• Consider how we mark important events 

from history and the people who shaped 
them.

• Speculate about how we mark important
events in history.

• Develop  a sense of curiosity and mystery 
about how and why events in the past 
happened.

• Reflect on  different interpretations of the 
past and consider how 

Moral
• Explore the results of controversial choices 

made in the past such as The Gunpowder 
Plot, the tomb of Tutankhamen. Engage in 
debates exploring different perspectives. 

• Consider different perspectives and showing 
empathy.

• Consider how historical events show us how 
we ought to treat one another.

• Consider and comment on  moral questions 
and dilemmas.

Social
• Consider questions about social structure in 

the past, for example discussing the rights 
of children in the past.

• Encourage pupils to talk to parents and 
grandparents about the past.

• Consider social issues throughout history 
and discuss i.e. children working in the local 
mill.

Cultural
• Explore local history, exploring our cultural 

heritage.
• Investigate how culture is shaped by 

history, especially changes in the local area 
during the Victorian era.

• Explore the ‘cultural heritage’ of  our school 
and local area – May Day celebrations.

• Investigate historical figures who have 
shaped Britain.

• Develop an understanding of the key events 
shaping British history.

• Examine links between local, British, 
European and world history.

• Develop a better understanding of our 
multicultural society.



History → Fundamental British Values 
British values, including those of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty 
and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs are 
embedded in the History curriculum.

Students explore issues such as democracy in their historical context and 
relate them to the modern day through studying periods such as Ancient 
Greece. This enables the students to understand how, overtime, changes 
happened and to evaluate their impact.
By looking at the achievements of famous British people (KS1), students 
develop an
awareness of how they have influenced and shaped the country in which we 
live. This
includes an appreciation of their work.

Teaching students to respect and value diversity is encouraged in the day to 
day teaching and learning through showing respect for different viewpoints and 
ideas as well as in the ability to work effectively together both individually and 
in groups.



EYFS – Past and Present
Practitioners will;
• Listen to what children say about their family; share information about your own 

family, giving children time to ask questions or make comments; encourage children 
to share pictures of their family and listen to what they say about the pictures. 
Using examples from real life and from books, show children how there are many 
different families

• Talk about people that the children may have come across within their community, 
such as the police, the fire service, doctors and teachers. Listen to what children say 
about their own experiences with people who are familiar to them.

• Present children with pictures, stories, artefacts and accounts from the past, 
explaining similarities and differences. Offer hands-on experiences that deepen 
children’s understanding, such as visiting a local area that has historical importance. 
Show images of familiar situations in the past, such as homes, schools, and 
transport. Look for opportunities to observe children talking about experiences that 
are familiar to them and how these may have differed in the past. Offer 
opportunities for children to begin to organise events using basic chronology, 
recognising that things happened before they were born.

• Frequently share texts, images, and tell oral stories that help children begin to 
develop an understanding of the past and present. Feature fictional and non-fictional 
characters from a range of cultures and times in storytelling, listen to what children 
say about them. Draw out common themes from stories, such as bravery, difficult 
choices and kindness, and talk about children’s experiences with these themes. In 
addition to storytelling, introduce characters, including those from the past, using 
songs, poems, puppets, role play and other storytelling methods.



KS 1 History – Long Term Overview

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER

2021-
22

The Great Fire of 
London 

(Changes beyond living 
memory)

Samuel Pepys
(Lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 

national and international 
achievements)

Significant
historical events, 
people and places 

in locality

Knights and 

Castles

(Changes  beyond living 

memory)

Queen Victoria

Queen Elizabeth I and II

2022-
23

Florence
Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole
(Lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 

national and international 
achievements)

History – Transport

(Changes within and beyond 

living memory)

Neil Armstrong

Christopher Columbus



KS 2 History – Long Term Overview

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER

2021 –
2022

Changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age to 

the Iron Age

The Rise and Fall of 
Baghdad

A non-European society 
that provides contrasts 

with British history 

2022-
2023

The Roman Empire 
and its impact on 

Britain

2023 -
2024

World War 1 -
With a focus on history of 

the local area

(A significant turning 
point in British history 

e.g. the first railways or 
the Battle of Britain)

Ancient 
Greece

(Olympic Games link)
A study of Greek life and 
achievements and their 

influence on the western 
world

2024 -
2025

Anglo-Saxons
&

Vikings

Ancient
Egypt

A study of the 
achievements of the 
earliest civilisations



History Vocabulary Progression

EYFS Key Stage 
One

Lower
Key Stage Two

Upper
Key Stage Two

Ago
Family
New
Old
Past 

After
A Long Ago 

Artefact 
Before

Celebrate
Chronological Order 

Eye-witness
Famous

Historical Event
King 

Locality
Now 

Object 
Parliament 

Past 
Photograph 

Present
Queen

Research 
Rule 

Sequence
Source 
Then 

AD
Accurate 
Ancient 

Archaeology 
Artefact 

BC
Century 
Change 
Combat
Conquer
Dictated
Decade

Evidence 
Excavate 
Historian 

Historian Evidence 
Impact 

Invaders
Invasion
Period

Point of View 
Prehistoric 
Settlement

Settlers
Similarities

Source 
Timeline 
Version 

Ancestors
Causes

Consequences
Comparison 

Crime 
Civilization

Culture   
Continuity

Descendants 
Dynasty 
Effect 

Enquirer 
Era 

Hypothesis 
Interpretations

Influences
International 
Multi-cultural
Mono-cultural 

Mythology 
National 
Persuade

Primary Evidence 
Propaganda 
Punishment

Research
Secondary Evidence 

Significant
Societies   

Time period
Transport 
Viewpoint 



History Knowledge
Substantive Knowledge Disciplinary Knowledge Historical Enquiry

In history, this is the knowledge 
and understanding of the key 
concepts taught within historical 
contexts including the key 
vocabulary. The substantive 
knowledge is progressive through 
conceptual development from 
Reception to Year 6.

In history, the disciplinary 
knowledge is the interpretation of 
some of the key concepts. It 
involves applying second-order 
concepts such as historical 
thinking, reasoning and 
argument. It requires a meta-
cognitive approach. For example, 
when children have an 
understanding of the impact of a 
significant event during the 
Roman era, in years 3 and 4, they 
would develop the disciplinary 
knowledge by interpreting other 
possible outcomes.

As children build upon their 
substantive and disciplinary 
knowledge within historical 
contexts, they will have 
continuous opportunities for 
historical enquiry. Children must 
understand the methods of 
historical enquiry including how 
evidence is gathered and used to 
make historical claims, and how 
to ask perceptive questions. The 
second-order concepts that 
underpin historical enquiry such 
as, thinking critically, evaluating 
evidence and examining 
arguments allows for further 
opportunity for children to be able 
to build upon their disciplinary 
knowledge.



Agreed End Points
We have plotted end points for each 
year group to ensure that children keep 
on track for the end of Key Stage end 
points. In this way we can get children 
ready for the next stage of their 
education

Our end points ensure that our 
curriculum is purposefully structured 
and logically sequenced, and new 
knowledge builds on previous 
knowledge – links can be made across 
different areas of study.



EYFS ELGs in Purple
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• Pupils are beginning to make sense of their own 

life story and family history.

• Pupils can comment on images of familiar 

situations from the past.

• Pupils can talk about the lives of people around 

them and their roles in society.

• Pupils know some similarities and differences 

between things in the past and now, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read in 

class.

• Pupils understand the past through settings, 

characters and events encountered in books read 

in class and storytelling.



Year 1 Working
Towards 

Working at
Expected 

Greater
Depth 

Chronologica

l 

understandi

ng

• Pupils are beginning to 

compare two events, saying 

which one happened first

• Pupils have seen a timeline

• Pupils may begin to make 

simple links between areas of 

study

• Pupils can compare two events, 

saying which one happened first

• Pupils are beginning to 

understand timelines

• Pupils may begin to make simple 

links between areas of study

• Pupils can order some events they 

have learnt about from furthest 

away to most recent with increasing 

accuracy

• Pupils know what a timeline is

• Pupils are beginning to make 

comparisons between areas of study
Vocabulary • Pupils are beginning to use 

names and places that link to 

areas of study

• Pupils can use simple words 

and phrases with a small level 

of accuracy to indicate 

periods of time e.g. a long 

time ago

• Pupils can use names and places 

that link to areas of study

• Pupils can use simple words and 

phrases with increasing accuracy 

to indicate periods of time e.g. a 

long time ago

• Pupils can use and are beginning to 

remember names and places that 

link to areas of study

• Pupils are beginning to use simple 

words and phrases mostly 

accurately to indicate periods of 

time e.g. a long time ago

Questioning • Pupils are beginning to 

answer questions verbally 

related to an area of study 

• Pupils are beginning to ask 

simple questions when they are 

unsure

• Pupils are answering questions 

verbally related to an area of 

study with increasing accuracy

• Pupils can ask simple questions 

when they are unsure

• Pupils can accurately answer some 

questions verbally related to an area 

of study

Knowledge • Pupils are beginning to 

remember key events about 

the areas they have studied

• Pupils can remember some key 

events about the areas they have 

studied 

• Pupils can remember most key 

events about the areas they have 

studied 

• Pupils are beginning to understand 

that they can find historical 

information in books



Year 2 Working
Towards 

Working at
Expected 

Greater
Depth 

Chronological 

understandin

g

• Pupils can accurately order 

some events they have learnt 

about from furthest away to 

most recent 

• Pupils are beginning to draw 

timelines

• Pupils are beginning to make 

comparisons between areas of 

study

• Pupils can mostly accurately order 

events they have learnt about from 

furthest away to most recent 

• Pupils can draw timelines

• Pupils can make some comparisons 

between areas of study, identifying 

some similarities between them

• Pupils can make some comparisons 

between areas of study, identifying 

some differences between them

• Pupils can accurately order events 

they have learnt about from furthest 

away to most recent

• Pupils can draw timelines, beginning 

to place areas of study on them

• Pupils can compare areas of study, 

identifying similarities between them

• Pupils can compare areas of study, 

identifying differences between them

Vocabulary • Pupils are beginning to 

remember and use names and 

words specific to areas of study

• Pupils can use simple words 

and phrases mostly accurately 

to indicate periods of time e.g. 

a long time ago

• Pupils can remember and use 

names and words specific to areas 

of study

• Pupils can use words and phrases 

mostly accurately to indicate 

periods of time e.g. a long time 

ago, ancient, centuries

• Pupils can remember and use a range 

of names and words specific to areas 

of study

• Pupils can use words and phrases 

accurately to indicate periods of time 

e.g. a long time ago, ancient, 

centuries
Questioning • Pupils are beginning to ask 

simple questions when they are 

unsure

• Pupils are beginning to 

accurately answer questions 

related to an area of study  

• Pupils are beginning to use 

classroom sources to help 

answer questions

• Pupils can ask simple questions 

when they are unsure

• Pupils can accurately answer most 

simple questions related to an area 

of study 

• Pupils can sometimes justify their 

answers using sources or stories

• Pupils can ask simple questions to 

develop their understanding

• Pupils are able to accurately answer 

simple questions related to an area of 

study confidently

• Pupils can justify their answers using 

sources or stories

Knowledge • Pupils are beginning to 

remember key events about the 

areas they have studied 

• Pupils are beginning to consider 

how we know about past events

• Pupils sometimes remember 

they can find historical 

information in books

• Pupils can remember some key 

events about the areas they have 

studied 

• Pupils can consider how we know 

about past events

• Pupils know they can find historical 

information in books

• Pupils can remember key events about 

the areas they have studied 

• Pupils can begin to identify how we 

know about past events

• Pupils can begin to identify different 

representations of history e.g. books, 

visual clips, letters



Year 3 Working
Towards 

Working at
Expected 

Greater
Depth 

Chronological 

understandin

g

• Pupils can accurately order events 

they have learnt about from furthest 

away to most recent

• Pupils can draw timelines, beginning 

to place areas of study on them

• Pupils can make a few comparisons 

between areas of study, identifying 

similarities between them

• Pupils can make a few comparisons 

between areas of study, identifying 

differences between them

• Pupils are beginning to develop their 

knowledge of chronology and with some 

accuracy can place periods of history they 

have learnt about on a timeline

• Pupils can generally make links between 

areas of history they have studied in Year 

3 and previously, identifying similarities 

between them

• Pupils can generally make links between 

areas of history they have studied in Year 

3 and previously, identifying differences 

between them

• Pupils are developing their knowledge of 

chronology and can generally place periods of 

history they have learnt about accurately on 

a timeline

• Pupils can confidently make links between 

areas of history they have studied in Year 3 

and previously, identifying similarities 

between them

• Pupils can confidently make links between 

areas of history they have studied in Year 3 

and previously, identifying differences 

between them

Vocabulary • Pupils can remember and use a few 

names and words specific to areas 

of study

• Pupils can use words and phrases 

accurately to indicate periods of 

time e.g. a long time ago, ancient, 

centuries

• Pupils can remember and use names and 

words from the areas they have studied

• Pupils can use words and phrases 

accurately to indicate periods of time (a 

long time ago, ancient) and may be 

beginning to use more specific words and 

phrases to indicate time, talking about 

decades, centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils are being introduced to words 

related to history in general as well as 

periods of history e.g. empire, 

parliament, civilisation etc.

• Pupils can remember and use a range of 

names and words from the areas they have 

studied in Year 3 as well as remembering a 

few names and words from previous study 

• Pupils are beginning to use more specific 

words and phrases to indicate time, talking 

about decades, centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils are beginning to learn a few words 

related to history in general as well as 

periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, 

civilisation etc.

Questioning • Pupils can ask simple questions to 

develop their understanding

• Pupils are able to answer some 

simple questions related to an area 

of study

• Pupils can sometimes justify their 

answers using sources or stories

• Pupils can ask simple questions to 

develop understanding and may be 

beginning to ask more in depth questions 

for their age to develop their 

understanding 

• Pupils are generally able to answer 

questions accurately related to the area 

of study 

• Pupils can generally use sources to justify 

their answers

• Pupils are beginning to ask more in depth 

questions for their age to develop their 

understanding 

• Pupils are able to answer questions 

accurately related to the area of study 

• Pupils can use sources to justify their 

answers

Knowledge • Pupils can remember a few key 

events about the areas they have 

studied 

• Pupils can begin to identify how we 

know about past events

• Pupils can identify different 

representations of history e.g. 

books, visual clips, letters

• Pupils remember key facts and 

information from areas of study in Year 3

• Pupils can identify at least one way we 

gather information 

• Pupils can identify different 

representations of history e.g. books, 

visual clips, letters and are using at least 

one type with increasing confidence

• Pupils remember a range of key facts and 

information from areas of study in Year 3

• Pupils can identify at least two ways we 

gather information 

• Pupils are able to use at least one type of 

source of information confidently



Year 4 Working
Towards 

Working at
Expected 

Greater
Depth 

Chronological 

understanding

• Pupils are developing their knowledge 

of chronology and can generally place 

periods of history they have learnt 

about accurately on a timeline

• Pupils are beginning to make links 

between areas of history they have 

studied, identifying similarities 

between them

• Pupils are beginning to make links 

between areas of history they have 

studied, identifying differences 

between them

• Pupils are developing their knowledge of 

chronology and can place periods of 

history they have learnt about accurately 

on a timeline

• Pupils can make links between areas of 

history they have studied, identifying 

similarities between them

• Pupils can make links between areas of 

history they have studied, identifying 

differences between them

• Pupils are becoming more secure in their 

knowledge of chronology and can place 

periods of history they have learnt about 

accurately on a timeline

• Pupils can confidently make links between 

areas of history they have studied, identifying 

similarities between them

• Pupils can confidently make links between 

areas of history they have studied, identifying 

differences between them

Vocabulary • Pupils can remember and use names 

and words from the areas they have 

studied in Year 4 as well as 

remembering a few names and words 

from previous study 

• Pupils are beginning to use words 

and phrases to indicate time, talking 

about decades, centuries, millennium 

etc. 

• Pupils are beginning to learn a few 

words related to history in general as 

well as periods of history e.g. empire, 

parliament, civilisation etc.

• Pupils can remember and use names and 

words from the areas they have studied 

in Year 4 as well as remembering a few 

names and words from previous study 

• Pupils are increasingly using words and 

phrases to indicate time, talking about 

decades, centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils remember a few words related to 

history in general as well as periods of 

history e.g. empire, parliament, 

civilisation etc.

• Pupils can remember and use a range of 

names and words from the areas they have 

studied in Year 4 as well as remembering 

some names and words from previous study 

• Pupils can generally use words and phrases 

to indicate time, talking about decades, 

centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils understand a few words related to 

history in general as well as periods of history 

e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.

Questioning • Pupils are beginning to ask more in 

depth questions to develop their 

understanding 

• Pupils are able to answer some 

questions accurately related to the 

area of study 

• Pupils can generally use sources to 

justify their answers

• Pupils can ask questions to develop their 

understanding 

• Pupils are able to answer questions 

accurately most of the time related to the 

area of study 

• Pupils can use sources to justify their 

answers and are beginning to organise 

their responses

• Pupils can ask questions to develop their 

understanding 

• Pupils are beginning to challenge sources of 

information

• Pupils are beginning to show some 

organisation of information that is purposeful 

for responding to or asking questions

Knowledge • Pupils remember some key facts and 

information from areas of study in 

Year 4 

• Pupils can identify at least two ways 

we gather information 

• Pupils are able to use at least one 

type of source of information 

confidently

• Pupils remember key facts and 

information from areas of study in Year 4 

and can remember a few facts from 

previous areas of study 

• Pupils can identify at least two ways we 

gather information 

• Pupils are able to use at least one type of 

source of information confidently and are 

beginning to use at least two different 

types of sources e.g. books, internet, 

visual clips

• Pupils remember a range of key facts and 

information from areas of study in Year 4 and 

can remember a few facts from previous 

areas of study 

• Pupils are beginning to understand how our 

knowledge of history is developed through a 

range of sources 

• Pupils are able to use at least one type of 

source of information confidently and are 

beginning to use at least two different types 

of sources e.g. books, internet, visual clips



Year 5 Working
Towards 

Working at
Expected 

Greater
Depth 

Chronological 

Under-

standing

• Pupils are becoming more secure in their 

knowledge of chronology and are 

beginning to accurately place a range of 

historical events from around the world on 

a timeline

• Pupils can draw their own timeline, and 

add to it as they learn about new periods 

of history

• Pupils are beginning to make comparisons 

between historical periods, identifying 

similarities between them

• Pupils are beginning to make comparisons 

between historical periods, identifying 

differences between them

• Pupils generally have a secure knowledge of 

chronology and are mostly accurately in 

placing a range of historical events from 

around the world on a timeline

• Pupils can draw their own timeline, 

beginning to produce accurate intervals and 

adding to it as they learn about new periods 

of history

• Pupils can make some comparisons between 

historical periods, identifying similarities 

between them

• Pupils can make some comparisons between 

historical periods, identifying differences 

between them 

• Pupils have a secure knowledge of chronology 

and are mostly accurately in placing a range of 

historical events from around the world on a 

timeline

• Pupils can draw their own timeline, generally 

producing accurate intervals and adding to it as 

they learn about new periods of history

• Pupils can compare historical periods, identifying 

similarities between them

• Pupils can compare historical periods, identifying 

differences between them 

• Pupils are beginning to identify trends over time

Vocabulary • Pupils can remember and use some names 

and words from the areas they have 

studied in Year 5 as well as remembering a 

few names and words from previous study 

• Pupils can use words and phrases to 

indicate time, talking about decades, 

centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils understand a few words related to 

history in general as well as periods of 

history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation 

etc.

• Pupils can generally remember and use 

names and words from the areas they have 

studied in Year 5 as well as remembering 

some names and words from previous study 

• Pupils can use words and phrases to indicate 

time, talking about decades, centuries, 

millennium etc. 

• Pupils generally understand some words 

related to history in general as well as 

periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, 

civilisation etc.

• Pupils can remember and use names and words 

from the areas they have studied in Year 5 as 

well as remembering some names and words 

from previous study 

• Pupils can use words and phrases to indicate 

time, talking about decades, centuries, 

millennium etc. 

• Pupils understand some words related to history 

in general as well as periods of history e.g. 

empire, parliament, civilisation etc.

Questioning • Pupils can ask questions to develop their 

understanding 

• Pupils are beginning to challenge sources 

of information

• Pupils are beginning to show some 

purposeful selection about information 

they wish to include in responses

• Pupils are beginning to show some 

organisation of information that is 

purposeful for responding to or asking 

questions

• Pupils can ask questions to develop their 

understanding and are beginning to ask 

questions of what people have said

• Pupils are increasingly challenging sources of 

information

• Pupils show some purposeful selection about 

information they wish to include in 

responses

• Pupils show some organisation of information 

that is purposeful for responding to or asking 

questions

• Pupils can ask questions to develop their 

understanding and also ask questions of what 

people have said

• Pupils can challenge sources of information

• Pupils are beginning to make purposeful 

selection about information they wish to include 

in responses

• Pupils can organise information purposefully 

when responding to or asking questions

Knowledge • Pupils remember some key facts and 

information from areas of study in Year 5 

and can remember a few facts from 

previous areas of study 

• Pupils are beginning to understand how 

our knowledge of history is developed 

through a range of sources 

• Pupils are becoming more confident in 

using two different sources to gather 

information e.g. books, internet, film clips

• Pupils remember most key facts and 

information from areas of study in Year 5 

and can remember information from 

previous areas of study 

• Pupils are slowly increasing their 

understanding of how our knowledge of 

history is developed, identifying how a range 

of sources build up our knowledge and 

understanding 

• Pupils are confident in using two different 

sources to gather information e.g. books, 

internet, film clips 

• Pupils remember key facts and information from 

areas of study in Year 5 and can remember 

information from previous areas of study 

• Pupils are building their understanding of how 

our knowledge of history is developed, 

identifying how a range of sources build up our 

knowledge and understanding 

• Pupils can access different sources, including 

using books, the internet, film clips and direct 

sources such as letters, diaries etc.



Year 6 Working Towards Working at Expected Greater Depth 

Chronological 

understanding

• Pupils have a secure knowledge of 

chronology and are mostly accurately in 

placing a range of historical events from 

around the world on a timeline

• Pupils can draw their own timeline, 

deciding on accurate intervals and adding 

to it as they learn about new periods of 

history

• Pupils can compare historical periods, 

identifying a number of similarities 

between them and begin to consider why 

this is

• Pupils can compare historical periods, 

identifying differences between them 

• Pupils are beginning to identify trends over 

time, identifying how ideas have been 

continued/ developed

• Pupils have an increasingly secure 

knowledge of chronology and becoming 

increasingly accurately in placing a range of 

historical events from around the world on a 

timeline

• Pupils can draw their own timeline, deciding 

on accurate intervals and adding to it as 

they learn about new periods of history

• Pupils can compare a range of historical 

periods, identifying a number of similarities 

between them and think of why this is

• Pupils can compare a range of historical 

periods, identifying differences between 

them 

• Pupils can identify some trends over time, 

identifying how ideas have been continued/ 

developed

• Pupils have a secure knowledge of chronology, 

accurately placing a range of historical events 

from around the world on a timeline

• Pupils can draw their own timeline, deciding on 

accurate intervals and adding to it as they learn 

about new periods of history

• Pupils can compare a range of historical periods, 

identifying a number of similarities between 

them and why this is

• Pupils can compare a range of historical periods, 

identifying differences between them 

• Pupils can identify trends over time, identifying 

how ideas have been continued/ developed

Vocabulary • Pupils can remember and use some names 

and words from the areas they have 

studied over the years 

• Pupils can use a range of words and 

phrases to indicate time, talking about 

decades, centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils understand some words related to 

history in general as well as periods of 

history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation 

etc.

• Pupils can remember and use names and 

words from the areas they have studied over 

the years 

• Pupils can use a range of words and phrases 

to indicate time, talking about decades, 

centuries, millennium etc. 

• Pupils generally understand words related to 

history in general as well as periods of 

history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation 

etc.

• Pupils can remember and use a range of names 

and words from the areas they have studied 

over the years 

• Pupils can use a range of words and phrases to 

indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, 

millennium etc. 

• Pupils understand a range of words related to 

history in general as well as periods of history 

e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. 

Questioning • Pupils can ask questions, creating 

questions that develop understanding

• Pupils can challenge sources of information

• Pupils begin to make purposeful decisions 

about information to include when forming 

responses to questions

• Pupils begin to organise information 

purposefully when responding to or asking 

questions

• Pupils can ask questions, creating questions 

that develop understanding about change, 

cause and significance

• Pupils can challenge sources, questioning the 

validity of these

• Pupils can make purposeful decisions about 

information to include when forming 

responses to questions

• Pupils can organise information purposefully 

when responding to or asking questions

• Pupils can ask a range of questions, creating 

questions that develop understanding about 

change, cause and significance

• Pupils can challenge sources, questioning the 

validity of these and whether they have been 

created for propaganda

• Pupils can purposefully select information when 

forming responses to questions

• Pupils can organise information purposefully 

when responding to or asking questions
Knowledge • Pupils show knowledge about historical 

events, from local history to world history 

• Pupils show an understanding of how our 

knowledge of history is developed, 

identifying how a range of sources build up 

our knowledge and understanding 

• Pupils can access different sources, 

including using books, the internet, film 

clips and direct sources such as letters, 

diaries etc.

• Pupils have a strong knowledge about 

historical events, from local history to world 

history 

• Pupils have a strong understanding of how 

our knowledge of history is developed, 

identifying how a range of sources build up 

our knowledge and understanding 

• Pupils can access a wide range of sources, 

including using books, the internet, film clips 

and direct sources such as letters, diaries 

etc.

• Pupils have a wide ranging knowledge about 

historical events, from local history to world 

history 

• Pupils have a deep understanding of how our 

knowledge of history is developed, identifying 

how a range of sources build up our knowledge 

and understanding 

• Pupils can access a wide range of sources, 

including using books, the internet, film clips and 

direct sources such as letters, diaries etc. 


