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C&L – Listening, Attention & Understanding 

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can remember 
much of what happens. 
Pay attention to more than 
one thing at a time. Use a 
wider range of vocabulary. 
Understand a question or 
instruction that has two 
parts. Understand ‘why’ 
questions. 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening 
is important. Learn new 
vocabulary. Engage in 
story times. Listen 
carefully to rhymes and 
songs, paying attention to 
how they sound. Engage in 
non-fiction books

Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. Listen to 
and talk about stories to 
build familiarity and 
understanding. Retell the 
story, once they have 
developed a deep 
familiarity with the text; 
some as exact repetition 
and some in their own 
words. Learn rhymes, 
poems and songs. Listen to 
and talk about selected 
non-fiction to develop 
deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary

Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, 
comments and actions 
when being read to and 
during whole class 
discussions and small group 
interactions. Make 
comments about what they 
have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their 
understanding. Hold 
conversation when engaged 
in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their 
teacher and peers

SEND Provision: Actions & pictorial representations to support when listening to and learning 
new stories. 
Use of Makaton to support with understanding and learning new vocabulary 
Use of communication boards to support with asking questions/retelling stories



C&L – Speaking

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Sing a large repertoire of 
songs. Know many rhymes, 
be able to talk about 
familiar books, and be 
able to tell a long story. 
Develop their 
communication but may 
continue to have problems 
with irregular tenses and 
plurals. Use longer 
sentences of four to six 
words. Be able to express 
a point of view and to 
debate when they disagree 
with an adult or a friend, 
using words as well as 
actions. Start a 
conversation with an adult 
or a friend and continue it 
for many turns. Use talk 
to organise themselves and 
their play

Use new vocabulary 
through the day. 
Articulate their ideas and 
thoughts in well-formed 
sentences. Connect one 
idea or action to another 
using a range of 
connectives.

Describe events in some 
detail. Use talk to help 
work out problems and 
organise thinking and 
activities, and to explain 
how things work and why 
them might happen. 
Develop social phrases. 
Use new vocabulary in 
different contexts.

Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary. 
Offer explanations for 
why things might happen, 
making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems when 
appropriate. Express their 
ideas and feelings about 
their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with 
modelling and support from 
their teacher

SEND Provision: Use of communication boards to support with communicating with adults/peers. 
Use of Makaton to learn and use new vocabulary. 
Use of pictorial representation to support with organising ideas. 
Offer opportunities to engage with small group or class discussions using 
reasonable adaptations





EAD – Creating With Materials

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Explore different materials 
freely, to develop their ideas 
about how to use them and 
what to make. Develop their 
own ideas and then decide 
which materials to use to 
express them. Join different 
materials and explore 
different textures. Make 
imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks and 
construction kits, such as a 
city with different buildings 
and a park. Create closed 
shapes with continuous lines 
and begin to use these 
shapes to represent objects. 
Draw with increasing 
complexity and detail, such 
as representing a face with a 
circle and including details. 
Use drawing to represent 
ideas like movement or loud 
noises. Show different 
emotions in their drawings 
and paintings, like happiness, 
sadness, fear, etc. Explore 
colour and colour mixing.

Explore use and refine a 
variety of artistic effects 
to express their ideas and 
feelings. Return to and 
build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability 
to represent them.

Create collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, resources 
and skills.

Create collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, resources 
and skills.

SEND Provision: Ensure sensory opportunities when exploring different materials. 
Support with picture prompts and emotion maps when drawing 
Encourage use of Makaton/communication boards etc. to support with 
discussing what they have created 
Model effectively how to use different materials in a range of ways



EAD – Being Imaginative and Expressive

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Take part in simple 
pretend play, using an 
object to represent 
something else even though 
they are not similar. 
Remember and sing entire 
songs. Sing the pitch of a 
tone sung by another 
person (‘pitch match’). 
Sing the melodic shape 
(moving melody, such as up 
and down, down and up) of 
familiar songs. Create 
their own songs or 
improvise a song around 
one they know. Play 
instruments with increasing 
control to express their 
feelings and ideas.
Begin to develop complex 
stories using small world 
equipment like animal sets, 
dolls and dolls houses, etc

Listen attentively, move to 
and talk about music, 
expressing their feelings 
and responses. Watch and 
talk about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their feelings 
and responses. 

Sing in a group or on their 
own, increasingly matching 
the pitch and following the 
melody. Explore and 
engage in music making 
and dance, performing solo 
or in groups.
Develop story lines in 
pretend play.

Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher. 
Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate – try to move 
in time with music.
Build on each others ideas 
in pretend play and sustain 
this.

SEND Provision: Model pretend play using picture prompts/videos to support understanding 
Repeat songs with similar structure e.g. nursery rhymes
Use Makaton/Communication boards etc. to discuss what they have hear/what 

they are playing





Phonics

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Little Wandle Foundation 
Planning

Autumn 2 - s a t p i n

Spring 1 - m d g o c k e

Spring 2 - u r h b f l j

Summer 1 - v w y z qu ch

Summer 2 - ck x sh th ng 
nk

Autumn 1

Week 1 – s  a  t  p
Week 2 - i n  m  d
Week 3 - g  o  c k
Week 4 – ck  e  u  r
Week 5 – h  b  f  l 

Spring 1

Week 1 – ai  ee igh oa
Week 2 - oo oo ar or
Week 3 - ur ow  oi  ear
Week 4 – air  er words 
with double letters
Week 5 – Longer words

Summer 1

Week 1 – Short vowels 
CVCC
Week 2 - Short vowels 
CVCC  CCVC
Week 3 - Short vowels 
CCVC  CCCVC  CCCVCC
Week 4 – Compound words
Week 5 – Words ending in 
–ing, -ed, -est

Autumn 2

Week 1 – ff   ll ss  j
Week 2 - v  w  x  y
Week 3 - z  zz qu ch
Week 4 – sh th ng  nk
Week 5 – words ending in 
s, words ending with z

Spring 2

Week 1 – Review Phase 3
Week 2 - Review Phase 3 
– er air
Week 3 - Words with 
two or more digraphs
Week 4 – Longer word, 
words ending in ing
Week 5 – Words with –es 
at the end

Summer 2

Week 1 – Long vowels 
CVCC  CCVC
Week 2 - Long vowels 
CCVC  CCV  CCVCC
Week 3 - Phase 4 words 
ending in –s, -es
Week 4 – Root words 
ending in –ing, -ed
Week 5 – Phase 4 words 
ending in s and es



Literacy – Word Reading

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Understand the five key 
concepts about print:  
print has meaning • print 
can have different 
purposes • we read English 
text from left to right 
and from top to bottom • 
the names of the 
different parts of a book 
• page sequencing 

Develop their phonological 
awareness, so that they 
can: • spot and suggest 
rhymes • count or clap 
syllables in a word • 
recognise words with the 
same initial sound.

Develop their phonological 
awareness to: 
• Spot rhymes in familiar 
stories and poems. 
• Count or clap syllables in 
a word. 
• Recognise words with 
the same initial sound. 
Begin to read individual 
letters by saying the 
sounds for them. Begin to 
blend sounds into words, 
so that they can read 
short words made up of 
known letter– sound 
correspondences. Begin to 
read CVC words containing 
known letter-sound 
correspondences

Develop their phonological 
awareness to: • Able to 
complete a rhyming string. 
• Begin to use sound 
buttons to identify how 
many sounds are in a 
word. • Can supply words 
with the same initial 
sound. Recognise all taught 
Set 1 & 2 sounds, 
including some digraphs. 
Re-read phonetically 
decodable books to build 
up their confidence in 
word reading, their 
fluency and their 
understanding and 
enjoyment. Blend sounds 
into words, so that they 
can read short words 
made up of known letter–
sound correspondences. 
Read simple sentences 
containing known letter 
sound correspondences 
containing 1 or 2 common 
exception words

Develop their phonological 
awareness to: • Recognise 
and use rhyme in daily 
conversation. • Use sound 
buttons to segment and 
read words. • Can identify 
words containing the same 
digraph or trigraph e.g. 
ay- may, day, play. Say a 
sound for each letter in 
the alphabet and at least 
10 diagraphs Read words 
consistent with their 
phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending. Read aloud 
simple sentences and books 
that are consistent with 
their phonic knowledge, 
including some common 
exception words.

SEND Provision: Ensure pupils have access to interventions to support with developing phonetical 
understanding
Exposure to appropriate books/stories to support development
Picture prompts to support with letter recognition 



Literacy – Comprehension

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Engage in extended 
conversations about 
stories, learning new 
vocabulary

Asks questions about 
stories. Repeat words and 
phrases from familiar 
stories. Repeat new 
vocabulary in a context of 
a story. Has favourite 
books and seeks them out, 
to share with an adult, 
with another child, or to 
look at alone.

Answer questions about a 
text that has been read 
to them. Begin to predict 
what might happen next in 
a story. Begin to use 
modelled vocabulary during 
role play for example in 
the Small World. Seeks 
familiar texts or stories 
to re-read in the book 
area. Requests favourite 
stories and poems.

Can share a favourite book 
with a peer, retelling the 
story in their own way 
repeating known phrases 
from the text. 
Demonstrate understanding 
of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories 
and narratives using their 
own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary. 
Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in 
stories. Use and 
understand recently 
introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems and 
during role-play

SEND Provision: Use of Makaton/picture prompts/communication boards to support 
communication about stories read and to support with answering questions
Picture prompts to support with discussion around stories
Use of story sacks/ role play to support with understanding of stories
Exposure to familiar books regularly Re-read books with similar structure to 

develop understanding



Literacy – Writing

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Use some of their print 
and letter knowledge in 
their early writing. Write 
some or all of their name. 
Write some letters 
accurately. 

Form lowercase letters and 
capital letters correctly 
Spell words by identifying 
the sounds and then 
writing the sound with 
letter/s. Copy full name 
from a name label.

Physical Development 
Use a range of small tools 
competently and 
confidently

rite short sentences with 
words with known sound-
letter correspondences, 
using a capital letter and 
a full stop. Begin to use 
capital letters, finger 
spaces and full stops in 
independent writing. 

Physical Development
Develop the foundations 

of a handwriting style 
which is fast, accurate 
and efficient. Begin to use 
tripod grip.

Use a capital letter at the 
beginning of a sentence 
and a full stop at the end. 
Use finger spaces most of 
the time. Is able to write 
their first name and 
starting to write their 
surname independently. 
Write recognisable 
letters, most of which are 
correctly formed. Spell 
words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters. 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be 
read by others. 

Physical Development 
Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparation for fluent 
writing. Using the tripod 
grip in almost all cases

SEND Provision: Pencil grip
Letter formation cards/name cards 

Scaffolds/Differentiation to support developmental writing
Physical resources to support with showing understanding of blending/CVC 

words
See Physical Development to support development of fine motor skill





Maths – Number

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Develop fast recognition of 
up to 3 objects, without 
having to count them 
individually (‘subitising’). 
Recite numbers past 5. 
Say one number for each 
item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
Know that the last number 
reached when counting a 
small set of objects tells 
you how many there are in 
total (‘cardinal principle’). 
Show ‘finger numbers’ up 
to 5. Link numerals and 
amounts: for example, 
showing the right number 
of objects to match the 
numeral, up to 5.

Develop the key skills of 
counting objects including 
saying the numbers in 
order and matching one 
number name to each 
item. Estimate and guess 
how many there might be 
before counting. Joins in 
and sings counting songs 
and number rhymes. Listen 
to and enjoy stories that 
involve counting.

Look at small quantities in 
familiar patterns – for 
example a dice – and 
random arrangements, 
saying how many they can 
see. Use 5 frames and 10 
frames to become familiar 
with the tens structure of 
the number system. Talk 
about how many spaces 
are filled or unfilled. Link 
the number symbol 
(numeral) with its cardinal 
number value.

Explore the composition of 
numbers to 10 
Automatically recall 
number bonds for numbers 
0- 5/0-10. Have a deep 
understanding of number 
10, including the 
composition of each 
number. Subitise 
(recognise quantities 
without counting) up to 5. 
Automatically recall –
without reference to 
rhymes, counting or other 
aids – number bonds up to 
5. Recall some number 
bonds to 10, including 
doubling facts. 

SEND Provision: Photo and pictorial prompts to support with understanding
Use of Makaton/Communication boards to support with explaining 

understanding
Consistent practical resources e.g. Numicon 

Apply in daily situations e.g. dice with game playing



Maths – Number Patterns

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Experiment with their own 
symbols and marks as well 
as numerals. Solve real 
world mathematical 
problems with numbers up 
to 5. Compare quantities 
using language: ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. Talk 
about and identify the 
patterns around them. 
Extend and create ABAB 
patterns – stick, leaf, 
stick, leaf. Notice and 
correct an error in a 
repeating pattern. Begin 
to describe a sequence of 
events, real or fictional, 
using words such as ‘first’, 
‘then

Use vocabulary ‘more 
than’, ‘less than’, ‘fewer’, 
‘the same as’, ‘equal to’. 
and start to notice 
patterns within them. 
Distribute items evenly 
from a group.

Understand the ‘one more 
than/one less than’ 
relationship between 
consecutive numbers. 
Count beyond 10, noticing 
patterns within the 
structure of counting.

Verbally count beyond 20, 
recognising the pattern of 
the counting system. 
Become familiar with two-
digit numbers Compare 
quantities up to 10 in 
different contexts, 
recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, 
less that or the same as 
another quantity. Explore 
and represent patterns 
within numbers up to 10, 
including evens and odds, 
double facts and how 
quantities can be 
distributed equally. 

SEND Provision: Photo and pictorial prompts to support with understanding 
Use of Makaton/Communication boards to support with explaining understanding
Regular exposure to patterns & extra modelling of solving these



Maths – Shape and Space (No Longer ELG)

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Talk about and explore 2D and 
3D shapes (for example, circles, 
rectangles, triangles and cuboids) 
using informal and mathematical 
language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; 
‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 
Understand position through 
words alone with no pointing. 
Select shapes appropriately: flat 
surfaces for building, a triangular 
prism for a roof, etc. Combine 
shapes to make new ones – an 
arch, a bigger triangle, etc

Select, rotate and 
manipulate shapes in 
order to develop 
spatial reasoning 
skills.

Compare length, weight 
and capacity. Continue, 
copy and create 
repeating patterns 

Compose and decompose 
shapes so that children 
recognise a shape can have 
other shapes within it, 
just as numbers can 

SEND Provision: Extra shape resources e.g. shape puzzles & boxes etc. 
Photo and pictorial prompts to support with understanding 
Use of Makaton/Communication boards to support with explaining 
understanding





PD – Gross Motor Skills

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Continue to develop their 
movement, balancing, riding 
and ball skills. Go up steps 
and stairs, or climb up 
apparatus, using alternate 
feet. Skip, hop, stand on one 
leg and hold a pose for a 
game like musical statues. 
Use large-muscle movements 
to wave flags and streamers, 
paint and make marks. Start 
taking part in some group 
activities which they make up 
for themselves, or in teams. 
Increasingly be able to use 
and remember sequences and 
patterns of movements which 
are related to music and 
rhythm

Revise and refine the 
fundamental movement 
skills they have already 
acquired: - Rolling -
Crawling - Walking -
Jumping - Running -
Hopping - Skipping –
Climbing Progress 
towards a more fluent 
style of moving, with 
developing control and 
grace. Confidently and 
safely use a range of 
large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a 
group. 

Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a 
table or sitting on the 
floor. Combine different 
movements with ease and 
fluency. Further develop 
and refine a range of ball 
skills including: throwing, 
catching, kicking, passing, 
batting and aiming. 

Negotiate space and 
obstacles safely, with 
consideration for 
themselves and others.

Demonstrate strength, 
balance and coordination 
when playing. 

Move energetically, such 
as running, jumping, 
dancing, hopping, skipping 
and climbing. 

SEND Provision: Ensure pupils have access to extra resources/interventions to develop gross 
motor skills 
Support during adult led sessions to develop gross motor skills 
Pictorial prompts to support with gross motor movements 



PD – Fine Motor Skills

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Use one-handed tools and 
equipment, for example, 
making snips in paper with 
scissors. Use a comfortable 
grip with good control when 
holding pens and pencils. 
Show a preference for a 
dominant hand. Be 
increasingly independent as 
they get dressed and 
undressed, for example, 
putting coats on and doing up 
zips

Develop their small 
motor skills so that 
they can use a range of 
tools competently, 
safely and confidently. 
Suggested tools: pencils 
for drawing and writing, 
paintbrushes, scissors, 
knives, forks, spoons. 

Develop the foundations of 
a hand writing style which 
is fast, accurate and 
efficient. 

Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparation for fluent 
writing – using the tripod 
grip in almost all cases.

Use a range of small 
tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery.

Begin to show accuracy 
and care when drawing.

SEND Provision: Pencil grips 
Suitable tools to support development of fine motor skills 
Ensure pupils have access to fine motor skills interventions to develop fine 
motor skills 
Targeted fine motor activities throughout the day





PSED – Self-Regulation

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Begin to develop appropriate 
ways of being assertive. Talk 
about their feelings using 
words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, 
‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Begin to 
understand how others might 
be feeling. 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 
Develop appropriate 
ways to be assertive. 
Talk with others to 
solve conflicts. 

Identify and moderate 
their own feelings socially 
and emotionally. Think 
about the perspectives of 
others.

Show an understanding of 
their own feelings and 
those of others, and begin 
to regulate their behaviour 
accordingly. 

Set and work towards 
simple goals, being able to 
wait for what they want 
and control their 
immediate impulses when 
appropriate.

Give focused attention to 
what the teacher says, 
responding appropriately 
even when engaged in 
activity, and show an 
ability to follow 
instructions involving 
several ideas or actions.

SEND Provision: Provide alternative ways for pupils to express emotions e.g. emotion mats
Provide Now and Next boards for pupils to understand how to work towards 
simple goals 
Use of Makaton or picture cards to communicate feelings effectively 



PSED – Managing Self

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Play with one or more other 
children, extending and 
elaborating play ideas. Find 
solutions to conflicts and 
rivalries Begin to remember 
and follow rules with some 
understanding Be increasingly 
independent in meeting their 
own care needs

Remember rules without 
needing an adult to 
remind them, 
understanding why they 
are important. Show 
resilience and 
perseverance in the 
face of challenge. Be 
increasingly independent 
in meeting their own 
care needs

Manage their own needs. 
Be independent in meeting 
their own care needs

Be confident to try new 
activities and show 
independence, resilience 
and perseverance in the 
face of challenge.

Explain the reasons for 
rules, know right from 
wrong and try to behave 
accordingly.

Manage their own basic 
hygiene and personal 
needs, including dressing, 
going to the toilet and 
understanding the 
importance of healthy food 
choices

SEND Provision: Modelling persevering in the face of challenge 
Pictorial rules and routines to support understanding
Pictorial reminders



PSED – Building Relationships

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Develop their sense of 
responsibility and membership 
of a community. Become more 
outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe context 
of their setting. Show more 
confidence in new social 
situations

Build constructive and 
respectful relationships. 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 
Express their feelings and 
consider the feelings of 
others

Work and play 
cooperatively and take 
turns with others.

Form positive attachments 
to adults and friendships 
with peers. 

Show sensitivity to their 
own and to others’ needs. 

SEND Provision: Model how to be an effective friend 
Provide them with other ways to express feelings e.g. emotion mats, 
Support pupils to build positive attachments with a range of people in the 
setting





UTW – Past & Present

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Comment on images of 
familiar situations in the 
past. Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past.

Comment on images of 
familiar situations in 
the past.

Compare and contract 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past.

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and 
their roles in society.

Know some similarities and 
differences between things 
in the past and now, 
drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class.

Understand the past 
through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books read 
in class and storytelling

SEND Provision: Picture prompts to support with understanding
Use of Makaton/Communication boards to ensure pupils can explain their 

understanding Use familiar stories to support understanding 



UTW – People, Culture and Communities

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Begin to make sense of their 
own life-story and family’s 
history. Show interest in 
different occupations. 
Explore how things work. 
Continue developing positive 
attitudes about the 
differences between people. 
Know that there are 
different countries in the 
world and talk about the 
differences they have 
experienced or seen in 
photos. Draw information 
from a simple map

Talk about members of 
their immediate family 
and community. Name 
and describe people who 
are familiar to them. 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
religions and 
civilisations.

Understand that some 
places are special to 
members of their 
community. Recognise that 
people have different 
beliefs and celebrate 
different times in 
different ways.

Describe their immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps. 

Know some similarities and 
differences between 
different religious and 
cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class. 

Explain some similarities 
and differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from 
stories, nonfiction texts 
and (when appropriate) 
maps.

SEND Provision: Picture prompts to support with understanding 
Use of Makaton/Communication boards to ensure pupils can explain their 
understanding Videos/books to develop understanding 



UTW – The Natural World

Nursery Rec Autumn Term Rec Spring Term Rec Summer Term

Use all their senses in hands-
on exploration of natural 
materials. Explore collections 
of materials with similar 
and/or different properties. 
Talk about what they see, using 
a wide vocabulary. Plant seeds 
and care for growing plants. 
Understand the key features 
of the life cycle of a plant and 
an animal. Begin to understand 
the need to respect and care 
for the natural environment 
and all living things. Explore 
and talk about different 
forces they can feel. Talk 
about the differences between 
materials and changes they 
notice

Draw information from a 
simple map. Explore the 
natural world around 
them. 

Describe what they see, 
hear and feel whilst outside. 
Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around them. 
Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which they live.

Explore the natural world 
around them, making 
observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and 
plants. 

Know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around them 
and contrasting 
environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what 
has been read in class.

Understand some 
important processes and 
changes in the natural 
world around them, 
including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 

SEND Provision: Picture prompts to support with understanding 
Use of Makaton/Communication boards to ensure pupils can explain their 
understanding
Ensure pupils have sensory opportunities to explore world around them 

appropriately
Real life opportunities





Maths Vocabulary

Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery Count, number, next, 
before, after, one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine, ten, object, 
order, same, different, 
more, less, shape, pattern, 
repeated, now, soon, later, 
big, small, size, morning, 
afternoon, night, bedtime, 
what comes next? 
Rec Maths, mathematician, 
one, two, three to twenty 
and beyond, total, how long, 
next, before, after, counting 
each object, order, count on, 
count back, same as, split, 
group, share, subitise, 
square, triangle, circle, 
rectangle, oval, hexagon, half 
full, container, scales, weigh, 
weighs, days of the week, 
birthdays, holiday

Nursery Eleven, twelve, 
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, 
sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, 
nineteen, twenty, how many 
altogether, total, besides, 
how long, under, over, next 
to, between, behind, in 
front, inside, next to, 
outside, subitise, heavy, 
light, tall, short. 
Rec Maths Heavy, light, 
heavier, lighter, rectangular, 
cylinder, cube, cuboid, 
pyramid, cone, sphere, more, 
less, dew, fewer, fewest, 
smaller, smallest, balance, 
calculations, addition, plus, 
altogether, equals, number 
bonds, number 
line/track/square.

Nursery 2D, 3D solid shapes, 
solid, sides, faces, round, 
curved, longer, shorter, full, 
half, empty, holds, container

Rec Maths Subtraction, 
minus, take away, addition, 
add, plus, more, fewer, 
compare, equals, same as, 
time, o’clock, half, double, 
halve, number bonds, share, 
share equally, divide, odd, 
even, months of the year, 
seasons,



Maths Vocabulary

Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery Count, number, next, 
before, after, one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine, ten, object, 
order, same, different, 
more, less, shape, pattern, 
repeated, now, soon, later, 
big, small, size, morning, 
afternoon, night, bedtime, 
what comes next? 
Rec Maths, mathematician, 
one, two, three to twenty 
and beyond, total, how long, 
next, before, after, counting 
each object, order, count on, 
count back, same as, split, 
group, share, subitise, 
square, triangle, circle, 
rectangle, oval, hexagon, half 
full, container, scales, weigh, 
weighs, days of the week, 
birthdays, holiday

Nursery Eleven, twelve, 
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, 
sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, 
nineteen, twenty, how many 
altogether, total, besides, 
how long, under, over, next 
to, between, behind, in 
front, inside, next to, 
outside, subitise, heavy, 
light, tall, short. 
Rec Maths Heavy, light, 
heavier, lighter, rectangular, 
cylinder, cube, cuboid, 
pyramid, cone, sphere, more, 
less, dew, fewer, fewest, 
smaller, smallest, balance, 
calculations, addition, plus, 
altogether, equals, number 
bonds, counting in 10’s, 5’s, 
2’s, number line/track/square.

Nursery 2D, 3D solid shapes, 
solid, sides, faces, round, 
curved, longer, shorter, full, 
half, empty, holds, container

Rec Maths Subtraction, 
minus, take away, more, 
fewer, compare, equals, same 
as, time, o’clock, half, 
double, halve, number bonds, 
share, share equally, divide, 
odd, even, months of the 
year, seasons, 



Understanding The World  Vocabulary – The Natural World

Nursery Reception

Plants
Tree, leaf, flower, stem, seed, living 
things, creatures, habitats 
Objects and Materials 
Material, wood, glass, paper, hard, 
soft. 
Living things – Animals including 
Humans Head, eyes, nose, mouth, 
ears, hands, fingers, feet, toes, 
arm, leg, animal.
Seasonal Changes 
Cold, warm, hot, sun, rain, snow, 
Season, Summer, Spring, Autumn, 
Winter, days, year, light, night, 
dark, moon 
Forces, Earth & Space Earth, 
moon, sun, star. 
Sound, Light & Electricity
Loud. quiet

Plants 
Tree, leaf, flower, stem, seed, trunk, branch, 
leaves, flowers, petals, fruit, roots, bulb, living 
things, creatures, habitats. Places – Woodland, 
dessert, Ocean, Sea, Jungle, Artic, seaside, stone, 
tree, soil. 
Objects and Materials 
Fruit, vegetables, object, material, hard, wood, 
glass, paper, hard, soft, plastic, shiny, metal, rock, 
fabric, smooth, rough, dissolve, melt, absorb. 
Living things – Animals including Humans 
Head, eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hands, fingers, feet, 
toes, arm, leg, face, hair, leg, knee, arm, elbow, 
back, toes, head, ear, hands, adult, baby, child, 
animal, human, egg, birds, insects, bugs, minibeasts, 
fish, life-cycles, herbivore carnivore, omnivore. 
Seasonal Changes 
Cold, warm, hot, sun, rain, snow, Season, Summer, 
Spring, Autumn, Winter, days, year, light, night, 
dark, moon, weather.
Forces, Earth & Space Earth, 
Moon, Sun, Star, Planet, Space 
Sound, Light & Electricity 
Loud, quiet, volume, sound.



Understanding The World  Vocabulary – People, Place and Communities 

Nursery Reception

Home, school, Travel, journey, 
arrive, map, space, seasons, autumn, 
winter, spring, summer, trees, 
flowers, rain, cloudy, sunny, cold, 
icy, snow, puddles

Locational Knowledge
Town, school, home, house, map, job, work, train 

station, library, church, shops, park, Glasshouses, 
Pateley Bridge, Nidderdale, 
Look at similarities and differences of other countries 
from around the World. 

Human & Physical 
Beach, water, river, fields, forest, hills, mountain, 
sea, ocean, soil, weather 

Skills & Field work 
Maps, globe, atlas, roads, paths, day, night 



Understanding The World  Vocabulary – People, Place and Communities (RE) 

Nursery Reception

Church
Celebrate
Harvest
Christmas
Easter
prayer

Church, Mosque, Synagogue, Religion, baptism, 
christening, Minister, Vicar, Reverend, steeple, font, 
alter, pew, cross, stained-glass window, beliefs, 
Harvest, Christmas, Easter, Christians, special books, 
special places, special stories, prayer, Bible, Jesus, 
God, believe, angel, new year, resolution.



Understanding The World  Vocabulary – Past & Present 

Nursery Reception

Before, after, family, long ago, old, 
new, remember

Finding out about the past – Enquiry 
Today, Yesterday, old, new, now then, different, 
same, change

Historical events 
Talk about events in my life and the lives of people I 
know 

Significant historical people
Talk about important people in my life and those of 

people I know.



Expressive Arts & Design – Music

Nursery Reception

Loud, quiet, tap, beat High, Low, Fast, Slow, Loud, Quiet, steady Beat, 
Rhythm, Singing, whispering, talking, voice, Audience, 
Song, Tune, Body percussion, Instruments, Triangle, 
Bells, Drum, Maraca, Chime bars, Tambourine, Listen, 
shaking, hitting, rattling, on own, together, beginning, 
middle, end, playing, pulse, taps 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Nursery Reception

Happy, sad, angry, friend, family, 
safe,

Emotion, happy, sad, angry, calm, upset, tired, 
friend, family, safe, danger, online, goal, hygiene, 
clean, independent, relationship, friendship


