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Message from the Headteacher 

Believe  Achieve  Inspire  

As we approach the final few days before Christmas, I want to take a moment to reflect 
on everything our school community has achieved this half term. With just 6 days to 
go until Christmas, the excitement around school is tangible, and the festive spirit is 
in full swing! 

This half term has been a busy and memorable one, filled with experiences that truly 
reflect our school vision: Believe, Achieve, Inspire. We gathered together for 
our Remembrance Service, showing respect and reflection for those who have 
served. Our KS2 pupils welcomed a Muslim visitor, enriching their understanding of 
World Views and Religions. Year 3/4 embraced teamwork and adventure on their Nell 
Bank Residential, while KS1 and Early Years delighted us all with their heart 
warming Nativity performance! Festivities are planned with cheerful Christmas 
parties, and of course, the term wouldnôt be complete without a very special visit 
from Santa, spreading joy and smiles across the school.  

This half term, our CHAMPS value has been HOPE. Pupils have been thinking about 
what can be achieved when everyone contributes, whether 
through Harvest, Remembrance, or simply by showing kindness to others every day. 
Looking ahead to the new year, we will focus on Aspiration, encouraging all our pupils 
to dream big, set goals, and strive to be and achieve the very best they can. 

On behalf of all the staff, I wish our pupils, families, and wider community a peaceful, 
joyful, and very Merry Christmas. I look forward to welcoming everyone back in 
January for another exciting term of learning and growth. 

With best wishes, Miss Nicola Thornber  

Please see overleaf for information regarding staffing 

Dates for your diary  

Monday 5 & Tuesday 6 January 2026ðstaff training daysðno children 

Wednesday 7 January 2026ðchildren return to school  

Friday 13 February 2026ðbreak for half term  

Christmas Edition  



 

A lovely message was received from a 

parent thanking our wonderful staff Mrs 

Fearnley, Miss Normington and Miss 

Turner who did a fantastic job earlier 

this week giving our Year 3 and Year 4 

across the federation a wonderful time! .  

Nell Bank 

what a fantastic 

time our Year 3 

and Year 4 had 

at their 

residential visit 

this year!  

I am writing to let you know that Mrs Sheldon has decided to leave her role at St Cuthbert's School to spend 

more time with her young family. Mrs Sheldon has been with the Federation for four years and recently returned 

to us following the birth of her second child, but, after careful thought, has now chosen to focus on balancing 

family and home life at this stage. 

We would like to thank Mrs Sheldon for her dedication and the positive contribution she has made to the children 

and the school during her time with us, and we wish her and her family all the very best for the future. 

To ensure continuity and stability for the children, we have reviewed and adjusted the class timetable. These 

changes have been carefully planned so that the familiar staff from the Federation continue to work with the 

children and learning routines remain consistent. The arrangements are in place and teaching will continue 

without disruption. 

We understand the importance of consistency and want to reassure you that your childôs education and wellbeing 

remain our highest priority. Thank you, as always, for your continued support and trust in our work. 



Year 5 and 6 really enjoyed our Islam workshop this half 
term. They were very respectful when handling artefacts 
and learning about what it is like to be a British Muslim.  

This reinforced our British Values work on Tolerance and 
Mutual Respect.  



Christmas Events  

NativityðOn Wednesday our Early Years and Key Stage one children performed óThe 

Twinkly Nativity for their parents and grandparents. I am sure that you will agree 

they were fabulous! We are so proud of them they let óTheir light Shine!ô - more 

photos overleafééé... 

Christmas 

Jumper Day  

our children 

looked fabulous 

in their 

Christmas 

Jumpersðschool 

was very 

colourful!   


